Sermon Outline – October 14, 2018

Text:  John 18:28-40
Title:  The Great Guilt

Guilt is the hardest stains in our lives to get rid of.  Modern efforts include denying its very existence and stuffing it down into one construct or neurosis or another.  Religious efforts include trying to be so good, or get so busy, that we outdo the guilt.  But despite our denials or our efforts, our guilt remains.  Save for One Great Solution.

Your religious externals cannot get rid of your guilt
Your busy-ness, your resumé, and your activity cannot get rid of your guilt
So Jesus stands there — completely innocent — and receiving all the guilt
Further irony in play here — 

Some good texts for follow-up study and meditation this week: 
Galatians 2:16 and 3:13-14
Psalm 22:1-18
Romans 8:15-16
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Is guilt real?  Or is it just a construct of society — something we can and should progress beyond?
Where do you feel guilt from the past or present in your life?  How has that guilt impacted you?
How have you tried to cover, make up for, or stuff down the guilt you feel?   How has that worked out?
How does the gospel bring hope to the problem of guilt in your life?  What difference does it make — looking back and going forward?
How can the prayer and intercession of Jesus give you strength again — and hope to return to Him?
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